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Notes from The Editor

The current issue of the JOURNAL OF SOCIOCYBERNETICS is its second web-based
edition using the OJS journal management and publishing system.

For submitting articles authors need to register with the journal prior to submitting.
People who want to register have the option to register as a reader or as an author. Every
reader or author can register by themselves using the journal's website. After clicking the
register item they will be guided through the registration process. After registration they
will be able to login by username and password and then authors may submit their pa-
pers. The system will immediately confirm the submission and will automatically trigger
the review process. Authors will get an email with a URL that will enable them to track
its progress through the editorial process once they are logged in. We recommend to re-
view the "About the Journal” page for the journal's policies, as well as the "Author
Guidelines".

The current edition places the discussion of “ Sustainable Development” into the cen-
ter of interest. The first two articles attend the social dimension of the tridimensional ap-
proach of Sustainabiliy (ecological, economic and social dimension). Luciano Gallón
starts with his article “ Poverty and Artificial Sustainability. A research on the Structure
and Dynamics of South America ” where he shows the process of building a theoretical
and practical framework for modelling South America using the approach of Systems
Dynamics. Based on this concept he wants to explore questions such as: Is it possible to
reduce poverty following a sustainable path? What is the kind of steady state behind the
sustainability ideas? In what sense is it possible to talk of artificial sustainability? What
relationship can be found between the scales of space and time of the human perspective
and of the sustainability and the dynamics of the new social equilibriums? How such ex-
ploration enriches the understanding of social systems and human behavior? What contri-
butions can be offered from such analysis and synthesis to contribute to sustainability?
How can the structure and dynamics of South America helps to answer those questions?

The social dimension of Sustainable Development is also focussed in the following
contribution. Darío Menanteau-Horta analyses in his article “ Globalization and Dis-
torted Development: In Search of a System Perspective for Sustainability” the topic of
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Sustainable Development within the controversy between those who promise prosperity
and opportunities in an expanded and international world market and those who claim
that globalization, as it has been carried on today, is a negative force for peace, equity,
and social development.

In his Short Communication to this topic Nils O. Larsson suggests a methodology to
find the most important decisions within a specific area of discussion. Focussing on the
important decisions and in which settings they are taken gives an increased possibility of
solving the problems in question. In this actual subject the analysis should cover deci-
sions on all levels i.e. individual, informal and formal groupings of people, nations, group
of nations as well as decisions on the global level.

In continuation of his “ Introduction into Sociocybernetics ” , published in the last edi-
tion of JoS, Roberto Gustavo Mancilla presents now the second part focussing the rela-
tionship between power, culture and institutions. The third part in which the question of
rationality and language will be discussed follows in the next issue of the JOURNAL OF
SOCIOCYBERNETICS.

Michael Paetau (Editor)
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